Keith Roofing

EXPERT WORKMANSHIP AT REASONABLE PRICES!

Residential/Commercial * Over 40 years of Experience
Chimney Repairs * Storm & Wind Damage Repair

* New or Re-Roofing

* Tear-Off & Replacement

* Flat Roof Specialist

* Copper,; Tin, Sheet Metal & Rolled
* Seamless & Flat Roofs

* Re-Sealing

* Tar; Asphalt, Gravel, Hot Coats

* Modified Bitumen

Insurance Claims * Free Estimates * 24Hr. Service

Fully Insured ¢ Licensed ¢ Bonded
“No Job Too Large or Small”
Senior & Military Discounts Available!

202-486-7359

AllWork Inspected by Owner..Deals Directly with Customers!
AllWork Fully Guaranteed

CHAT’S
LIQUORS

On Capitol Hill’s Historic Barracks Row

%

Fine Wines, Spirits, Beer
and CAO Cigars

¢ A diverse product line of quality beverages from all over the world

e One of the largest and most unique wine selections on Capitol Hill
¢ A friendly and knowledgeable staff

e Located just minutes form Downtown, DC and Alexandria, VA

¢ 1 block south of Eastern Market Metro on the vibrant Barracks Row
e Owned by the Williams Family since 1978; established before 1919
» The best weekly wine tastings on “The Hill’- Sat (3-6pm)

ISOAJ Off Mixed cases of wines!

(Excludes some already discounted wines and Champagne)

Delivery and Special Ordering Available

503 8" Street, SE

Washington, DC 20003

202.544 4660
www.chatsliquors.com

What To Do With Your Roof?

A Capitol Hill Roofing Makeover

By Tom DanieL

138 % HillRag | October 2010

ince your roof is one of
Sthe most important in-

vestments in your home
it’s a good idea to know what to
do when problems strike. Cap-
itol Hill is filled with older, flat
roofed homes. The snow and
ice of this winter and the heavy
rains and winds of this summer
have caused significant roof-
ing problems. Many of these
roofs need to be repaired or re-
placed. Most homeowners can
see what they need to repair or
replace in their home, whether
it’s new kitchen cabinets, re-
pairing your hardwood floors
or plumbing fixtures. But how
about your roof? Probably not!
Yet what happens on the roof
can have a major impact on the
rest of your home. Hopefully,
these examples will take some
of the mystery out of roof work,
what roofers do and serve as a
guide to homeowners.

Case Study

Capitol Hill homeowner,
Maryann, lives on G St., SE
and has owned her home for
over 15 years. “The storms of
last winter were tough on my
roof; there were leaks after the second or third
blizzard. I last had it repaired 12-13 years
ago when the roofer added a layer. I knew I
couldn’t add yet another layer so it was either a
few patches or a whole new roof.”

Should she repair or should she replace?
These were the options. “I don't plan to move
anytime soon so I really wanted to avoid a
quick fix. If T just patched the worst spots,
it seemed I would be facing more problems
every time the weather got bad.” So she had
decided to replace the roof.

Questions & Choices

Here are a few of the questions Maryann
and all homeowners in a similar situation are
faced with.

What type of roof did she currently have?
Would the new roof have to be made of the
same materials? Was the roof in multiple lay-
ers (an older roof with a newer roof on top)?

o 483
In the process of repairing the roof. Photo by Tom Daniel.

Would it need to be torn off or could a
new roof be installed on top of the old roof?
‘What about the removal of the debris of the
old roof? Would the work impact her neigh-
bor’s roofs? Was a permit required from the
D.C. government? Would the air condition-
ing and heating units on top of the roof be
impacted by the roofing work? Was it time
to replace the old skylight and hatch at the
same time? What about the gutters and
down spouts?

And More

What different types of roofs could she
choose from? What were the benefits of
each? What were the costs of each? Were
warranties available on the work and the
materials? Do new roofing systems include
insulation (under the roof top) to assist in
energy efficiency? Can the materials on
top of the roof system increase energy ef-
ficiency?



Time For Answers

In the case of Maryann the roof
was actually in multi-layers, an old
“slag” roof on bottom (gravel and as-
phalt) and a membrane roof on top.
Because there were two roofs, a “tear
off”down to the wood foundation was
required. The roof debris would have
to carefully be taken off and hauled
away. The new roof system would be
installed from the bottom up.

She chose to have a new modi-
fied bitumen roofing installed (with
a 15-year manufacturer’s warranty
on materials) which includes three
layers of materials including a layer
of insulation to assist in energy effi-
ciency and a white granulated surface

i

N.E. They were faced with a similar
situation to Maryann. However, Jeff
said, “I had tried for a time to repair
numerous leaks on the roof that
were causing a significant amount
of water to enter the interior. For a
while I had some success, but over
time I realized I needed to bring
in a roofing contractor before the
situation got out of hand.” Jeff and
Laurie had an old standing seam tin
roof that was only one layer. They
also chose a modified bitumen roof
which could be installed directly
over the tin roof once the standing
seams were made flat. They decided
on a complete roofing “makeover”
which included a new skylight,
hatch and gutter.

The final outcome of repairing the roof. Photo by Tom Daniel.

on the top to help reflect the sun and
further increase energy efficiency. The
other choice of a roofing system was
a new metal roof of either tin, copper
or stainless steel. These roofs are very
long lasting but significantly more ex-
pensive than modified bitumen.

The AC/heating units would
not be impacted by the roofing work
(sometimes these units have to be
disconnected and reconnected by a
qualified professional before the work
begins and after it is completed) and
there would be no impact on the
neighbor’s roofs. She chose to retain
the existing skylight, hatch, gutter
and down spout.

And, yes, a permit was required

by the D.C. government!

Another Case
Jeff and Laurie live on 5th St.

These actual case studies are
very typical of what Capitol Hill
homeowners must consider when
their aging flat roof begins to show
signs of stress and call out for a
roofing makeover. It’s not a bad idea
to contact a roofing professional for
guidance early on to avoid major
potential problems to the interior
of the house.

Tom Daniel is the owner of R.
Thomas Daniel Roofing and spe-
cializes in working on flat roofs
in Capitol Hill. He and his family
have been in the roofing business on
the Hill for three generations and
nearly 90 years. He can be reached
at 443-968-0311 (Maryland#) or
by email at rtd80209@aol.com.

Tom Daniel is the owner of R. Thomas
Daniel Roofing, 443-968-0311. %

16th _§treet

Restoration

Washington, DC

(202) 368-1319

Brick Pointing
Waterproofing
Pavers
Concrete

Stone Masonry

Building Restoration
/Maintenance

| Windows Craft. Inec.

1880 ON THE OUTSIDE
2010 ON THE INSIDE

Replacement Window &
Door Installation Group

Historically Accurate Replacement of

Exterior Window Casings
The Best Installation Crew
Wood, Fiberglass Framed & Vinyl Windows,

Replacement & Full Tear Out Installation,
Wide Range of Custom Moldings

Specializing in historic buildings

202-288-6660

alex@windowscraft.com
www.windowscraft.com

Licensed, Insured and Bonded
DC Home Improvement
License # 69006200

MARVIN %,

Madeloryou -—

> WINDOW WASHERS, ETC...

il Celebrating 15 years

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS

202-337-0351

Residential Specialists
Windows « Gutters < Power Washing
DC - MD - VA

In the heart of
Washington
since 1993

FREE ESTIMATES

Member, International Window Cleaning Association

Fully Bonded & Insured <
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